Exe*uhve Reqgisird |

18A00050003OOBZ4;~ HEZ

(e, ol

= =7 A‘
£ e

= m NN

gpare o Tor T80
£ Decepber 1950

HEMORANDU¥ POR: Deputy Director for Adminietration
SUBIECT:  Survival under Atomic Attack

1., It seems incressingly likely that there will be an atomie
sttack on Yashingbon before any effective messures can be taken to
transfer CIA headguarters to & la28s vulnerebls locations

2. Those officials of the Agenoy who survive the attack will
wndoubtedly Yo cneried as to the measures teken by CIA in enticipa-
tion of the holocaust,

3. Btens are belng taken to trensfer vitsl records of the
Agemey to a more secures looation, and to ensure resstablishment
of & chairn of command, Aotusl ramoval of headjuarters offices to
another losstion is, I produme, imposzible until the Legislative
Branch of the (overnment has gporopriatsd funds for disperseal, and
undil physicat problems of spase and communication have besn sclved,

4. If the stteek comes during working hours, and if the bombs
are detonstad snyvhere over the Imner Ring of the city or over the
¥hite House-Capitol-Pentagon triangle, then the ratio of casualties
$a CIA will be very high indeed. If the atteck occurs sutside of
working hours, then the ratio of casuslties mnong CIA employees
will be very twuch smaller., In elther cape, there are a few pallia.
tive measuros which we might take now, and I recommend that we do
8BGOy

§, Ths living quarters of our employess are widely scstiered
within and without the Distriet, Most of them are probably two
‘miles or mors distant from any prime largets, and it follows that
nost wives and children will survive the attack, The best we can
do for them is to cnsure that thery get & wodicum of advice a8 to
voat to do if there is warning of an attack, or even if the sttack
somes without werning, rocommend that the Ageney procure copies
¢f the attached pemphlet, *Survivel under Atomie Attack?, for all
esployees in Washington) snd thsat all hands be urged to take them
home and see to it that they are understood by their families,
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6« Aecording to the pmmphlet, those who are more than 1/2 a
nile awey from the point of detonation will stend g 50-%0 chsnce of
survival, though many of the survivors will be seriously injured,
Probabilities do not favor & detonation point directly over our
heads, go it would seem the part of wisdom to take such steps as
right lessen the casualiies from a detonstion 1/2 a mile or more
avay, I racommend thet the following be considered for prompt
implementation:

00500030037-5

V. > 3 e gygtem. There mey be a few
minnies %minf*f of the attauk, and we owe it to our smnloyses
to meke certain that the werning ia instanily received by
CIA and immedistely broadcast by alarm systems through all
mildings.

{b) malructi to 8 mnlpvess &8 Lo what 1o do when
the mming is received. {’{emv of the instructions in the
sttached namphlet could be followed, Even in the temporary
buildinge, people could zet to the ground floors, ,:4zd windows
and blinds en the ground floora rould be closed. To pre-
vont chacs, each rerson on wpner Neor: should KOW pre-
cigely which voom on the ground floor to go to.)

\ - g a8 to wvhat to do afier
tho l'&m@k-

7. Ko doubl there will be & brief flurry of exciiement when
it becomes Imown, sg it is sure to, that CIA is teking messures of
the sort deseribed gbove. But we will ba open to far graver
eriticism 1f weo don'i take them.

JEMES M, BNDREWS
Aspiptant Director
Colleotion snd Dissemination
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